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For most of the 1990s, I was writing mainly about Donne’s love poems, though my "John Donne” essay in The Cambridge Companion
o English Poetry, Donne to Marvell took a larger view, embracing his Satires, devotional poems, and Anniversaries, as well as the
Elegies and Songs and Sonets.
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o4 Ruturrung to John Donne

he raises

some particularty intriguang ideas about the relationship &
texts and futurs readers

Jonson's faith in the immortality of verse entails a clear recognition of the
importance not just of the post but of the reader in making that verse immortal, As
he claims in his poem "To the Memory of My Beloved, the Author Mr. William
Shakespeare, ' Shakespeare is

wveen lilerary

alive still, while thy Booke doth live

ve wits 10 read. and prase 1O give

Shakespeare’s book perpetuates |

g hts memory, but the book alone s msufficient o

ensure his immortality. Unless he has proper readers (like Jonson) who have the
wit to understand his work and can prasse it, Shakespeare cannot live. Without

Siminishing his praise of Shakespears, whose work

On amits, 15 monumental
Jonson confers a tremendous power on the audience—they share responsibilit p y
# poet’s immortality, infusing life into his works which otherwise might die }‘ﬁﬁttggﬁg%ﬁﬁi? ﬁﬁB‘ﬂgafé )
dear here that Jonson recognized that the immortality of postry depends ug - o ol = ¢ 53 M o

future audience v z : 4 e o § @, fgﬁg/r,&:l;iﬁﬁﬂﬁ/f\% 3 [f%

& of readers who appreciate and praise the literary works of the

thus keeping them alive jbfigﬁﬁagﬁggﬂﬁﬁggﬁ

Of course, Jonso not the only writer to acknowledge the importance ET%% y T@gftB"JIf'E . ?L;L
future audience in securing immortal fame. Ovid at the end of Metamorpl Z ! L -
proclaims that he will be read throw

all centunies and that his name wi ?;E;EE:‘:&:’EX%‘;
remer 0

rod whirever Roman power spreads. Horace In his Odes also k.

towards the future: he will be studied by the Spaniards and thoss who live on
the Rhong, and will be famed by postenty. Even Milton, for all his ambivalence
sbout fame (“the last infirmaty of the Noble mund”™), recogmizes the active role of
the future audience when he speaks of his early hope that he “might perhaps leave
something 50 writtan to aftertimes, as they should not willingly let it die.”

We should nots, however, that not every writer who hoped for immortality

through ve

e believed postenity’s praise was essential. In Hemick the importance
of the future audience is much diminished. It is true that Hemick's numerous
poems distinguishing Ideal readers from mere critics or detractors (for example
H-4, H-5, H-6, H!

sudience, and s po

<

) suggest that he shares Jonson's sense of the need

i “To live merrily, and 10 trust 1o Good Verses™ (H-201

25 that Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Propertius, and Tibullus live on in part

mps
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