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An Islamic fundamentalist group that first appeared in Afghanistan in late 1994. Its adherents came originally from religious
schools in Pakistan (taliban is Persian for ‘'students’ or ‘seekers’). Their objective was to replace the destructive
factionalism which had characterized Afghan political life since the fall of the communist regime in 1992 with Islamic law
Within two years, and the loss of many thousands of lives, they had taken Kabul and controlled the Pashtun south and
east of Afghanistan, about two-thirds of the country. Meanwhile the Tajik, Uzbek, Turkmen and Hazara (ie non-Pashtun)
areas in the north remained under Afghani government control and were united in an alliance of forces opposed to Taliban
Afghan Northern Alliance in the Afghan War (2001) but it continued a guerrilla war against the country’s new government
and international peacekeeping forces
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