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Literacy and Learning: A Reference

Handbook 1
Brett Elizabeth Blake and Robert W.

Blake 1
11/15/2002

About This Book

Literacy is at the heart of world development and human rights. Its importance lies in

""" k N . for thi - P what precedes literacy: the words that are the expression of human thought. Its
Bookmarls and Notes for this eBook: T importance lies equally in what can then be done with the written word, which
¥ Add a bookmark to this page: conveys thought across time and across space and makes the reader a “co-author”

and active interpreter of the text. An oral society relies on memory to transmit its
history, literature, laws, or music, whereas the written word allows infinite possibilities
of transmission and therefore of active participation in communication. These
possibilities are what makes the goal of universal literacy so impertant.

BockmarkThisGae, h —Federico Mayor, director general, UNESCO
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